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He is Guts, the Black Swordsman, a warrior of legendary prowess â€” relentless, fearless, merciless.

As cold and brutal as the iron of the massive sword he wields. Bent on revenge against the unholy

forces that have branded him for sacrifice, but especially on Griffith, one of the demon lords of the

Godhand. But Griffith was once a man, the leader of the Hawks, a renowned cadre of elite fighters

with a young Guts as its fiercest champion. Though forged in a crucible of cruelty and violence,

nothing could prepare Guts for a confrontation with Nosferatu Zodd, a superhuman beast who

slaughters Gutsâ€™ comrades as easily as a scythe cuts wheat. Even Guts and Griffith are no

match for the abominationâ€™s power...but something Griffith wears around his neck may well be!
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With each volume of this manga we witness how the story grows, the characters gain depth, and the

link between the human world and that of the gods / demons become clearer. The main focus of this

installment is to show the importance of Griffith; the way he is perceived by the rest of the Hawks,

his influence on Guts' life and his thirst for power, are essential pieces of the puzzle. My main

question at this point regarding Griffith is if he was already a demon when he met Guts and was

acting according to his plan or if he changed later in time.There are also many enlightening

developments relating to Guts personality and relationship with others. He is starting to feel a sense

of belonging and to care about others. He still has trouble dealing with affection and admiration. For

example, he does not know how to react to a young kid that idolizes him. On the other hand, there

are some of the Hawks that despise him and want to see him dead. Casca is a case apart; she is



clearly conflicted by the fact that Guts is extraordinary, but she hates him due to his impact on

Griffith and for achieving what she cannot.At this point there is not much more I can say about the

graphics, they are simply outstanding. I imagine how hard it is for Miura to improve on the fights

volume after volume. This time around, he introduces the Immortal Nosferatu Zodd, a legendary

warrior that poses an extremely tough challenge for Guts. Especially since Zodd is a demon, and

even though we have seen Guts face demons before, you have to remember that in terms of the

storyline, this is the first time guts has to confront one.The violence and gore of this manga continue

to be proficiently complemented by a compelling story.
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